
The Indices of Deprivation 2015 : 
Findings for  Herefordshire   
 

Version 1.0  

Herefordshire Council Strategic Intelligence Team  
February  2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Contents 

1. Executive summary .......................................................................... 3 

2. Introduction ...................................................................................... 8 

2.1 Limitations to the indices .................................................................. 8 

2.2 Analysis ........................................................................................... 9 

2.3 National vs. local context ................................................................. 9 

3. The domains of deprivation ........................................................... 10 

3.1 Overall index of multiple deprivation............................................... 10 

3.1.1 Multiple deprivation in the national context ........................................ 11 

3.1.2 Multiple deprivation in the local context ............................................. 16 

3.1.3 Deprivation over time ......................................................................... 18 

3.1.4 Overall deprivation at local authority level .......................................... 19 

3.2 Income deprivation ......................................................................... 20 

3.2.1 Income deprivation affecting children ................................................ 23 

3.2.2 Income deprivation affecting older people ......................................... 26 

3.2.3 Income deprivation summary ............................................................. 29 

3.3 Employment deprivation ................................................................. 30 

3.4 Health deprivation and disability ..................................................... 33 

3.5 Education, skills and training deprivation ....................................... 36 

3.5.1 Children and young peopleôs education and skills ............................. 36 

3.5.2 Adult skills deprivation ....................................................................... 40 

3.6 Barriers to housing and services .................................................... 43 

3.6.1 Barriers to housing ............................................................................ 43 

3.6.2 Geographical barriers to services ...................................................... 46 

3.7 Crime deprivation ........................................................................... 48 

3.8 Living Environment ........................................................................ 50 

3.8.1 Outdoor living environment ................................................................ 50 

3.8.2 Indoor living environment .................................................................. 52 

3.10 Note on rural deprivation .............................................................. 54 

Appendix 1: full list of indicators ......................................................... 55 

 

 

 

If you need help to understand this document, or would like it in 

another format or language, please call 01432 2601944 or e-mail 

researchteam@herefordshire.gov.uk   

mailto:researchteam@herefordshire.gov.uk


Herefordshire Council Strategic Intelligence Team   
Version 1.0, January 2016  Page 3 of 56 

1. Executive summary 

The English Indices of Deprivation (ID) are a useful tool for targeting services to help tackle 

deprivation. They provide a means of identifying the most and least deprived areas (LSOAs1) in 

England and to compare whether one area is more deprived than another. The ID2015 was 

published in September 2015, to replace the previous ID2010.  Measures are provided for 

different categories of relative deprivation called domains, which are then combined, using 

appropriate weights, to produce an overall measure of relative deprivation called the Index of 

Multiple Deprivation ï see picture below for the domains and weights. 

 

As can be seen on the next page, the most deprived domains in Herefordshire, in terms of the 

number of areas within the most deprived quarter in England, are the indoor living environment 

and geographical barriers to services sub-domains (64 per cent and 59 per cent of LSOAs in 

Herefordshire respectively are amongst the 25 per cent most deprived in England). However, 

despite the wide geographical coverage of deprivation in these domains, the impact on the 

overall quality of life can generally considered to be less severe than for some of the other 

domains. The next most deprived domains are the children and young peopleôs education and 

skills and adult skills sub-domains.

                                                
1
 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) are fixed statistical geographies of about 1,500 people designed by 

the Office for National Statistics (ONS). For more information please see the Facts & Figures about 
Herefordshire website. 

https://factsandfigures.herefordshire.gov.uk/about-us/useful-definitions.aspx
https://factsandfigures.herefordshire.gov.uk/about-us/useful-definitions.aspx


Distribution of Herefordshireôs LSOAs by English decile for the overall index and domains of deprivation.  

Note. Percentages show the proportion of Herefordshireôs LSOAs within each national decile of deprivation.  

Deciles range from decile 1 representing the most deprived 10 per cent of LSOAs up to decile 10 the least deprived 10 per cent of LSOAs in England. 
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Excluding the indoor living environment and geographical barriers sub-domains, which largely 

affect the rural areas, the most deprived areas are urban (within Hereford city and the market 

towns); south Hereford city contains more areas that feature within the top 25 per cent most 

deprived areas in England for most of the domains/sub-domains than any other area, followed 

by north Hereford city and Leominster. LSOAs that feature most frequently include óGolden 

Post-Newton Farmô, óHundertonô and óRedhill-Belmont Roadô in south Hereford and óLeominster 

- Ridgemoorô in Leominster. óGolden Post - Newton Farmô features amongst the top 10 per cent 

most deprived for the largest number of domains/sub-domains, including employment, health & 

disability, adult skills and children and young peopleôs education and skills. 

Overall index of multiple deprivation 

12 LSOAs are in the 25 per cent most deprived nationally; four more than there were in 2010. 

The most deprived areas of the county are in the south of Hereford city & Leominster. óGolden 

Post - Newton Farmô remains the most deprived area ï the only part of the county to be in the 

10 per cent most deprived in England. The least deprived areas are in other parts of Hereford 

city and the surrounding rural area, Ross-on-Wye, and Ledbury. 

Income deprivation 

11 per cent of the countyôs population is living in income deprived households (20,500 people). 

The most income deprived areas of Herefordshire are in south Hereford, Leominster, Bromyard 

and Ross ï all in the 25 per cent most deprived in England with at least one in five residents 

affected. ôGolden Post-Newton Farmô in south Hereford & óLeominster Ridgemoorô are in the 10 

per cent most income deprived in England, affecting one in three residents. 

Income deprivation affecting children 

14 per cent of children (4,300 under 16s) in Herefordshire live in income deprived households. 

There are ten areas of the county where more than one out of every four children live in income 

deprivation. Six of these areas fall within the 20 per cent most deprived in England ï all in 

Leominster and south Hereford; the other four are in the 25 per cent most deprived. óLeominster 

Ridgemoorô remains the most deprived area, with almost two in every five children (38 per cent) 

experiencing income deprivation.  

Income deprivation affecting older people 

13 per cent of all people aged 60 or over in Herefordshire live in income deprived households - 

7,100 people. Eight areas fall within the 20 per cent most deprived in England - most are in 

either north or south Hereford and one is in Leominster; a further seven are in the 25 per cent 
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most deprived. Leominster Ridgemoorô and Hereford cityôs óHundertonô and óCollege Estateô had 

the greatest proportions at 34 per cent each.  

Employment deprivation 

Nine per cent of the countyôs working age population is living in employment deprivation ï 9,500 

people. ôGolden Post-Newton Farmô in south Hereford is one of the 10 per cent most 

employment deprived areas in England ï affecting one in four working age residents. The 10 

most employment deprived areas are also the most income deprived. The ótop threeô most 

employment deprived areas are in the south of Hereford city. 

Health deprivation and disability 

There are almost twice as many LSOAs in the top 25% as there were in the ID2010. The largest 

concentration of health deprived areas is in south Hereford, plus pockets in the north of the city 

and all market towns except Ledbury. ôGolden Post-Newton Farmô in south Hereford is one of 

the 10 per cent most health deprived in England. Kington has seen a big increase in relative 

levels of health deprivation since ID2010. 

Children and young peopleôs education and skills 

Nine more LSOAs are amongst the 25 per cent most deprived in England than there were in the 

ID2010. Nine LSOAs, four in the north and four in the south of Hereford city and one in the John 

Kyrle area of Ross-on-Wye are now in the 10 per cent most deprived in England. Children and 

young peopleôs education and skills is the biggest issue for the county across the people-related 

domains (i.e. excluding barriers to housing & services and living environment) ï with the largest 

number of areas in the most deprived nationally and the smallest in the least deprived. 

Adult skills deprivation 

Four LSOAs in south Hereford and one in Leominster are in the 10 per cent most deprived in 

England for adult skills deprivation. Adult skills ï which includes qualification levels and ability to 

speak English - is the second biggest issue for the county across the people-related domains 

(i.e. excluding barriers to housing and services and living environment) next to children and 

young peopleôs education and skills. 

Barriers to housing 

12 more LSOAs are in the 25 per cent most deprived in England than there were in the ID 2010. 

Around three-quarters of Herefordshire LSOAs are in the most deprived 50 per cent nationally 

in terms of barriers to housing, which includes affordability, homelessness and overcrowding. 

Seven of the most deprived LSOAs are in the north of Hereford city, five in the south of 
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Hereford city, three in Leominster and one each in Bromyard, Kington, Ledbury and Ross-on-

Wye. 

Geographical barriers to services 

Physical distance from services and facilities such as a GP, school, post office or shop presents 

a problem in rural areas such as Herefordshire. 55 LSOAs in the county (almost half) are 

amongst the 10 per cent most deprived in England. 

Crime deprivation 

Ten areas are in the 25 per cent most deprived in England in relation to levels of crime. Half are 

in the south of Hereford city, the rest are located in the north of the city, Leominster and Ross-

on-Wye. Since the ID 2010, Leominster has changed the most, with more of its LSOAs 

becoming relatively more deprived and fewer becoming less deprived than in the other towns. 

However, it is not possible to say whether this is a worsening of the situation in Leominster or 

an improvement in other areas of England. 

Outdoor living environment 

Three areas, clustered around the Edgar Street roundabout in north Hereford, are in the 25 per 

cent most deprived nationally according to the outdoor living domain, which is based on road 

traffic accidents and air quality. The largest relative improvements were seen in other areas of 

Hereford city and the market towns of Ross-on-Wye, Leominster and Ledbury. Almost 90 per 

cent of Herefordshireôs LSOAs are amongst the 25 per cent least deprived nationally. 

Indoor living environment 

The indoor living environment, as defined by condition of housing and the availability of central 

heating, is Herefordshireôs biggest type of deprivation - almost two-thirds of areas are in the 

25% most deprived in England - more than any other domain. The indoor living environment 

domain had the largest increase in relative deprivation, with a third more areas falling into the 

25 per cent most deprived in England than in 2010. 
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2. Introduction 

Deprivation, in the context of this report, relates to unfulfilled need in any aspects of economic 

or social well-being caused by a lack of resources. Published by the Department for 

Communities and Local Government (DCLG) in September 2015, the English Indices of 

Deprivation 2015 (ID 2015) are a useful tool for identifying the most deprived areas within the 

country. At the local level the indices are most commonly used for the effective targeting of 

resources2.  

England is divided into 32,844 small areas called Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs3). Each 

LSOA is given a score that is used to rank the LSOAs in order from one (the most deprived) to 

32,844 (the least deprived) for seven different types (domains) of deprivation: (i) income; (ii) 

employment; (iii) education, skills & training; (iv) health & disability; (v) crime; (vi) barriers to 

housing and services and (vii) living environment. This allows users to compare whether one 

area is more deprived relative to other areas. The seven domains are also combined, using 

appropriate weights, to produce an overall measure of relative deprivation - the index of multiple 

deprivation (IMD). 

The method4 of producing the latest ID 2015 remains largely unchanged from the previous three 

releases (i.e. ID 2004, ID 2007 & ID 2010). 

2.1 Limitations to the indices 

Due to the way the scores are derived for each index the dataset comes with various caveats 

and limitations: 

¶ It is not a direct measure of deprivation. It is a measure of relative deprivation allowing users 

to identify if an area is more deprived than another but not by how much, (except for the 

income and employment domain). In other words, an area with a score of 60 is not twice as 

deprived as an area with a score of 30.  

¶ It cannot be used to measure real change in deprivation over time. Changes between 

different versions of the ID can only be described in relative terms ï for example, the extent 

to which an area has changed rank or decile of deprivation. However, it is not possible to 

say whether a change in ranking is a real change in the situation in a particular area or 

whether it is due to a change in other areas of England. For example, it could be that 

                                                
2
 According to a survey of users - Department for Communities and Local Government. The English 

Indices of Deprivation 2015, Research Report. September 2015. 
3
 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) are fixed statistical geographies of about 1,500 people designed by 

the Office for National Statistics (ONS). For more information please see the useful definitions page on 
Herefordshire Councilôs Facts & Figures website. 
4
 Full details of the methodology are published on the DCLG website, along with other supporting 

documents such as guidance on how to use the indices and the main findings for England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015-research-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015-research-report
https://factsandfigures.herefordshire.gov.uk/about-us/useful-definitions.aspx
https://factsandfigures.herefordshire.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015
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everywhere had improved, but one area not as much as others ï so it had been óovertakenô 

in the rankings. Other measures are needed alongside the ID to understand how local areas 

are changing. 

¶ It is based on relatively old data. The current dataset is based on data from between 2011 

and 2012. This may be an issue where there are recent changes in policy e.g. the 2012/13 

benefits data will not reflect the impact of Universal Credit, which began to replace certain 

income based benefits from April 2013.  

¶ It is an area-based measure that measures óconcentrationô so that it less able to identify 

disadvantage in rural areas where deprivation is more dispersed. This also means it is not 

suitable for identifying deprived people. 

¶ It does not provide a measure of affluence, since an area with relatively few people on the 

lowest incomes may also have relatively few people on the highest incomes. 

2.2 Analysis 

The list of LSOAs in England (or Herefordshire) is placed in order according to deprivation score 

and divided into equal parts called percentiles. For the purpose of analysis, an LSOA is 

deprived if it is in the 25 per cent most deprived nationally i.e. if it falls within the most deprived 

quarter of all areas in England. The most deprived areas are described as being in the 10 per 

cent most deprived; note that if an area is in the 10 per cent most deprived, it will also be in the 

20 per cent and 25 per cent most deprived. 

2.3 National vs. local context 

The main contents of this report consider deprivation in the national context to show how areas 

of the county fit into the national picture. The exception is a section on the local context for the 

overall index of multiple deprivation. 

A consideration of deprivation in the national context is when we compare relative positions of 

LSOAs in the county to all others in England; the local context is when we consider relative 

deprivation compared only to other LSOAs in Herefordshire.  

Looking at the national context is best for understanding the full picture, and if wanting to 

highlight issues to organisations from outside the county ï e.g. to Government or when applying 

for national funding. The local context is useful when deciding on which areas to target local 

resources. 

Further detail can be found on the Facts and Figures about Herefordshire website: 

- The rank and decile (national and local) of all LSOAs in Herefordshire for each of the 

domains of deprivation can be obtained from the deprivation pages. 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/factsandfigures
https://factsandfigures.herefordshire.gov.uk/about-a-topic/inequalities-and-deprivation/index-of-multiple-deprivation.aspx#Resources
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- Both the local and national context for individual LSOAs across all domains can be found 

on the Find Your Area search. 

The following sections provide the main findings for Herefordshire from the overall index of 

multiple deprivation (IMD) and each of the seven underlying domains. 

Each section lists the relevant indicators for that domain, but a summary of all indicators that 

make up the indices is provided in the Appendix 1. 

3. The domains of deprivation 
 
3.1 Overall index of multiple deprivation 

The overall index of multiple deprivation (IMD) is a combined measure of deprivation based on 

a total of 37 separate indicators that have been grouped into the seven domains listed below, 

each of which reflect a different aspect of deprivation experienced by individuals living in an 

area.  

Some domains carry more weight in the overall index than others depending on how important 

they are perceived as being and on how robust the indicators from which they are derived are. 

The percentage shown in brackets gives the weight applied to that domain when calculating the 

IMD (see also image in executive summary). 

¶ Income deprivation (22.5 per cent) 

¶ Income deprivation affecting children sub-domain 

¶ Income deprivation affecting older people sub-domain 

¶ Employment deprivation (22.5 per cent) 

¶ Education, skills and training deprivation (13.5 per cent) 

¶ Children and young people's sub-domain 

¶ Adult skills sub-domain 

¶ Health deprivation and disability (13.5 per cent) 

¶ Crime (9.3 per cent) 

¶ Barriers to housing and services (9.3 per cent) 

¶ Barriers to housing sub-domain 

¶ Geographical barriers to services sub-domain 

¶ Living environment deprivation (9.3 per cent) 

¶ Outdoor living environment sub-domain 

¶ Indoor living environment sub-domain 

https://factsandfigures.herefordshire.gov.uk/about-your-area/find-my-area
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For full details of the methodology used for combining the domains see the 

Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) technical report5. 

To be highly deprived on the index of multiple deprivation, an area is likely to be 

highly deprived on many of the domains. 

3.1.1 Multiple deprivation in the national context 

There are twelve LSOAs that were amongst the 25 per cent most deprived 

nationally in terms of multiple deprivation out of a total of 116 in the county. 

These are shown in figure 1 below, ranked in order of most deprived.  

They include the same areas that were amongst the most deprived in 2010, with 

the addition of the four LSOAs of óLeominster - Gatewayô, óHereford City centreô, 

óCourtyardô and óBromyard Centralô. Five of these areas are in south Hereford, 

two in north Hereford, three in Leominster, one in Ross-on-Wye and one in 

Bromyard (see Figure 2 below). óGolden Post - Newton Farmô remains the most 

deprived area in the county ï the only LSOA to be in the 10 per cent most 

deprived nationally. 

                                                
5
 Available at www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015-technical-report.  

The most deprived 
areas of the county are 
in the south of Hereford 
city & Leominster 

12 LSOAs are in the 
25% most deprived 
nationally ï four more 
than in 2010 

óGolden Post - Newton 
Farmô remains the most 
deprived area ï the only 
part of the county to be 
in the 10% most 
deprived in England 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015-technical-report
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Figure 1. Lower super output areas in Herefordshire that are amongst the most deprived nationally according 

to the 2015 index of multiple deprivation (IMD) 

 

Nine LSOAs are included in the 25 per cent least deprived nationally. These 

areas include parts of Tupsley, Aylestone and Kings Acre in the north of Hereford 

city, the rural area around Bartestree and Lugwardine to the east of the city, and 

parts of Ross-on-Wye and Ledbury. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LSOA name 2015 Ward(s) Sub-locality 

ID 2015 percentile - most 
deprived out of all LSOAs in 
England 

(ID 2010 percentile) 

Golden Post - Newton Farm 
Hinton & Hunderton; 
Newton Farm 

South Hereford Top 10% (Top 10%) 

Leominster - Ridgemoor Leominster North & Rural Leominster town Top 20% (Top 20%) 

Redhill - Belmont Road 
Hinton & Hunderton; 
Red Hill 

South Hereford Top 20% (Top 20%) 

Hunderton 
Hinton & Hunderton; 
Newton Farm 

South Hereford Top 20% (Top 20%) 

Leominster Grange 
Leominster East; 
Leominster South 

Leominster town Top 20% (Top 20%) 

Bishop's Meadow - Hunderton 
Hinton & Hunderton; 
Red Hill; Saxon Gate 

South Hereford Top 20% (Top 20%) 

Newton Farm - Brampton 
Road 

Newton Farm South Hereford Top 20% (Top 20%) 

Leominster - Gateway 
Leominster East; 
Leominster South 

Leominster town Top 20% (less deprived) 

Ross - John Kyrle 
Ross North; 
Ross West 

Ross town Top 20% (Top 25%) 

Hereford City centre 
Central; 
Widemarsh 

North Hereford Top 25% (less deprived) 

Courtyard Widemarsh North Hereford Top 25% (less deprived) 

Bromyard Central 
Bromyard Bringsty; 
Bromyard West 

Bromyard town Top 25% (less deprived) 

The least deprived 
areas are in Hereford 
city and the surrounding 
rural area, Ross-on-
Wye, & Ledbury 
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Figure 2. Maps showing the areas of Herefordshire that are amongst the most deprived 

nationally according to the IMD 2015. 
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Figure 3 shows the distribution of LSOAs within Herefordshire by national decile. 

Deciles are calculated by ranking all LSOAs in England from the most deprived to 

the least deprived and dividing them into 10 equal groups. These range from the 

most deprived 10 per cent of LSOAs (first decile) nationally to the least deprived 

10 per cent of LSOAs (tenth decile).  As can be seen, the greatest number (40 

LSOAs) are in the fifth decile; this means that at least 40 per cent of LSOAs in 

England are more deprived and at least 50 per cent are less deprived than these 

40 LSOAs in Herefordshire. The dashed horizontal line marks the national 

distribution of LSOAs; there are more LSOAs in the fourth, fifth and seventh 

deciles in Herefordshire than nationally but fewer in the higher and lower deciles. 

As such, Herefordshire as a whole experiences fairly óaverageô levels of 

deprivation. 

Figure 3. Distribution of Herefordshire LSOAs by English IMD deprivation decile 

(dashed horizontal line represents the distribution of LSOAs in England overall). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 is a map of the spread of deprivation across Herefordshire by national 

decile. Areas shaded dark blue are in the most deprived deciles in England while 

areas shaded bright yellow are in the least deprived. 

As noted above, most areas of the county are in the middle deciles so most of 

the map is green.  However, in general there appear to be lower levels of 

deprivation in and around Hereford city and in the east of the county than there 

are in the west. 
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Figure 4. Distribution of the IMD 2015 by national decile for Herefordshire LSOAs. 
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3.1.2 Multiple deprivation in the local context 

The main contents of this report consider the deprivation of LSOAs in Herefordshire relative to 

all LSOAs in England. However, this section briefly considers deprivation in the local context by 

dividing all 116 of the countyôs LSOAs into ten equal groups (deciles).  The local context can be 

useful in identifying patterns of deprivation across the county that might otherwise be masked 

by the fact that it experiences fairly average levels of deprivation in the national context.  

The map in figure 5 shows the IMD 2015 at LSOA level, by Herefordshire decile. Areas shaded 

blue are the most deprived in the county, while areas shaded yellow are the least deprived.  

The local distribution shows even more clearly the apparent divide between the east and the 

west of the county, with the latter comprising a relatively larger number of areas in the 50 per 

cent most deprived in the county. Of the 29 LSOAs that are in the most deprived 25 per cent, 

almost half (fourteen) are in Hereford city, nine are in the market towns and six are located in 

more rural areas (including the areas of óFromes Hillô, óFairfieldsô, óKingsbridgeô, 

óHopebodenhamô, óAymestrey Horseshoeô and óEardishillô. 

Hereford city and the surrounding rural area also have some of the least deprived areas in 

Herefordshire. Other less deprived areas include LSOAs located within the towns of Bromyard, 

Ledbury, Leominster and Ross-on-Wye, as well as rural areas between Hereford and 

Leominster and around Ledbury. 
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Figure 5. Distribution of the IMD 2015 by local decile for Herefordshire LSOAs. 
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3.1.3 Deprivation over time 

As explained in the limitations section the indices canôt be used to measure real change in 

deprivation over time ï only how an areaôs situation has changed compared to othersô.  

Nonetheless, it is still useful to understand how relative position has changed between different 

versions of the indices.  

As can be seen in figure 6, out of all 116 LSOAs in Herefordshire, around half (45 per cent) 

were in the same national decile in the 2015 IMD as in the 2010 IMD; just over two-fifths (41 per 

cent) moved up the rankings by one decile (i.e. towards the most deprived LSOAs) and just 

under one-tenth (nine per cent) moved down the rankings by one decile. There was little 

movement in the most and least deprived LSOAs in Herefordshire. 

The LSOAs which saw the most movement in the county, increasing in rank by two national 

deciles,  were óKington doughnutô in Kington town, óLedbury Ring Roadô in Ledbury town, 

óBirchesô (a rural area between Hereford and Ross) and óGreater Walfordô in the rural area 

around Ross-on-Wye. Conversely, just the LSOA of óBartonsham-St. Jamesô in the north of 

Hereford city decreased in rank by two national deciles (from the fifth to the seventh). None of 

these LSOAs fall within the most or least deprived 25 per cent LSOAs in England. 

Figure 6. Change in the rankings of Herefordshireôs LSOAs between ID 2010 and ID 2015 for 

the overall index of multiple deprivation 
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Figure 7 shows that the largest changes relating to numbers of LSOAs becoming 

relatively more deprived, between ID 2010 and ID 2015, were seen in the health 

& disability, barriers to housing, crime and indoor living environment domains. 

Conversely, the domains which saw the largest numbers of LSOAs becoming 

relatively less deprived were children & young peopleôs education and outdoor 

living environment.  

Figure 7. Distribution of Herefordshireôs LSOAs by change in relative deprivation for 

each domain between ID 2010 and ID 2015  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.4 Overall deprivation at local authority level 

The Indices of Deprivation are designed primarily to be small-area measures of 

relative deprivation. However, a range of summary measures can be derived 

which describes relative deprivation for higher-level geographies, such as local 

authorities. 

Out of 326 districts and unitary authorities in England, Herefordshire ranks 

between 126 and 193 depending on whether the ranking is derived by averaging 

the domain score or rank or by local population concentration or extent of 

deprivation, with one being the most deprived. See the DCLGôs Research 

Report6 for further details of the different measures used.  

Based on rank of average score, which is the most commonly used measure, 

Herefordshire is around the 60 per cent most deprived, 92 out of all 152 upper 

                                                
6
 Section 3.3 of Department for Communities and Local Government. The English Indices of Deprivation 

2015, Research Report. September 2015. 
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